The Scottish Society of the History of Medicine copper plates, drawings, pictures, medals and coins, anatomical preparations, fossils, ores, shells, corals, birds, insects, preserved animals, dried plants, curiosities from the south seas, and the chased silver cup presented by my students. ' First, a few words about the last item. The Scottish Society of the History of Medicine it up at a sale in Paris in 1769 for 50 French livres, a couple of pounds or so. It is now insured for £100,000, but its true value is beyond estimation.
The book begins with the Calendar of the Months, a page for each month giving Saints' Days and other notable events. Each page is decorated with the illuminated initial H for 'Habet dies' and shows the occupation of the month on gold ground with a very beautiful pattern, while below on the right, in balancing design within a gilt roundel is the appropriate sign of the Zodiac.
Let us examine in greater magnification one of these pages. Here is the month of January, showing the Feast of Stephen. A man in a green mantle, with wide turned-up cuffs, is seated at the banquet table. In his left hand he holds a golden goblet, while his right hand indicates the conical gold cover. In the background a castle with turrets, vanes and pennons. When we remember that this picture measures 2j inches in height, about twice the size of a postage stamp, we marvel at the perfection of detail. Next comes February, with a man bearing faggots crouching before a blazing fire; March, digging at the root of a tree, using an iron-tipped wooden spade; August, reaping the corn harvest; November, gathering nuts to feed the hogs; and finally December when the hogs are slaughtered for winter feeding. Retracing our steps to September, we see illustrated a surprising labour for North England, the harvesting of grapes; and October, the wine press. But that was the century when Erik the Red and his Vikings found cattle grazing and crops being gathered in Greenland, a time of hot summers and mild winters.
Turning The coins demonstrated during this paper included the following: Silver Stater of Egina. This coin came from the island of AEgina in the Saronic Gulf, a short distance south of the Piraeus. This was the first place in Europe to acquire the art of coin-making which had originated in Lydia in Asia Minor in the days of Croesus.
The first coins of Egina were minted six centuries before Christ, or even earlier. Egina was a busy centre of sea-borne commerce, so the first coins bore the emblem of the marine turtle. But in 431 B.C., in the first year of the Peloponnesian War the Athenians under Pericles overran the island and destroyed the mint. Incidentally, the young Aristophanes was among the colonists whom Pericles sent to take possession. Then, twenty-seven years later, at the end of the war, the Spartans under Lysander restored the original islanders. But now their naval supremacy was gone, so in place of the marine turtle they used the terrestrial tortoise, the symbol of domesticity. On the reverse there is a dolphin and the letters AIGI. The incuse pattern is designed to prevent the coin from slipping on the anvil when struck with the die.
Gold Stater ofPhilip of Macedon. This coin was first minted about 350 B.C. by the father of Alexander the Great, and it became the accepted currency for the whole civilized world, just like, later, the silver thaler of Maria Theresa, and in our own time the British sovereign. It even spread through Gaul to Britain, and this rough derivative, found in the south of England, is probably a copy of a Gaulish coin which itself was a copy of the Philipus. Only the forepart of the horse is distinct, while on the obverse Apollo's head cannot be distinguished and only the laurel wreath is recognizable. This coin Hunter purchased in 1782 for£1.1 ls.6d.
Gold Octadrachm of Ptolemy II. This coin, minted in Alexandria about 280 B.C. is one of great artistic merit and a thing of beauty. The circumstances in which Hunter acquired it, and thirty-six others from the same mint, are as follows. Mr. James Bruce of Kinnaird, known as Bruce of Abyssinia, saw them in Cairo, and after his return home he obtained them for Hunter at a total price of over £500.
This group of coins are the chief glory of the Collection, and depict an important phase in world history. The The Scottish Society of the History of Medicine Gold Ducat ofJames V of Scotland. This coin, the bonnet piece, shows James wearing the insignia of the Order of the Thistle. Its life-like quality gives an indication of his character, which enabled him to survive all the attacks of his own nobles as well as his neighbour, Henry VIII.
Silver Petition Crown of Charles II. Thomas Simon had been chief engraver to Cromwell. At the Restoration he was displaced by Roettier, a Dutch artist, who had worked for Charles during his exile. Roettier engraved a fine new crown piece but Simon, using the same design as a model, improved upon it by superior engraving and delicacy of touch. Round the rim in minute lettering is the Petition: 'Thomas Simon most humbly prays Your Majesty to compare this his tryall piece with the Dutch and if it were truly drawn and embossed, more gracefully order'd and more accurately engraven to relieve him.' Alas, Simon's plea was unsuccessful and he retired on a small pension and is believed to have died in 1665 during the Great Plague. The first of the three papers was given by Dr. Anand C. Chitnis, Lecturer, who spoke on:
MEDICAL EDUCATION IN EDINBURGH, 1790-1826, AND SOME VICTORIAN SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES It has long been recognized that medical education in Edinburgh was outstanding from the mid-eighteenth to the early nineteenth centuries. In terms of numbers, the Faculty of Medicine, certainly between 1811 and 1825, taught approximately half of the matriculated students at the university. In terms of the education available, the Faculty and the Royal Colleges ofPhysicians and ofSurgeons claimed highly reputable teachers who introduced new, and expanded existing, didactic techniques based on observation, experimentation and practice. By 1790, the Edinburgh medical school already had an international reputation and Edinburgh was the first city in Britain which afforded concurrently a university medical school, Royal Colleges, many private lecturers and extensive hospital and dispensary facilities.
Developments in medical education were not isolated, however, during this period. It was the era of the Scottish Enlightenment, for example, the writings of David Hume and Adam Smith; the work of such men of diverse accomplishments as Watt, Raeburn and Adam; the building of the Edinburgh New Town; the foundation of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, the Encyclopaedia Britannica, and the Edinburgh Review. Medicine played an equally crucial part in the history of the Scottish Enlightenment alongside these and other men and measures. 173
